






















































































































































































































































































































































































UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Kelly Armstrong 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Armstrong: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Troy Balderson
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Balderson: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Larry Bucshon, M.D. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Bucshon: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Congressman Carter: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Steve Chabot 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Chabot: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Dan Crenshaw
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Congressman Crenshaw: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Jeff Duncan 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Duncan: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Greg Gianforte
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Gianforte: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable H. Morgan Griffith
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Griffith: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Glenn S. Grothman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Grothman: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Brett Guthrie 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Guthrie: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Doug Lamborn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lamborn: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Robert E. Latta
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Latta: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Billy Long 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Long: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable David B. McKinley
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman McKinley: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Carol D. Miller
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Miller: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Alex X. Mooney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Mooney: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Mullin: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Dan Newhouse 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Newhouse: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Scott Perry
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Perry: 
 
 Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Thomas P. Tiffany
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Tiffany: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

January 12, 2021 

OFFICE OF
AIR AND RADIATION

The Honorable Randy K. Weber
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Weber: 

Thank you for your December 11, 2020, letter to Administrator Wheeler in which you 
express your support for the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) proposal to retain the 
current National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone (O3). In your letter, you 
express support for the current O3 standards, noting that the current standards will allow for 
protection of public health and for air quality improvements to continue without causing economic 
impacts on communities across the country. 

On December 23, 2020, Administrator Wheeler signed the final decision to retain the ozone 
standards. This action, established in 2015, retains the primary and secondary O3 standard of 0.070 
parts per million (ppm), as the annual fourth highest daily maximum 3-hour concentration, 
averaged over three consecutive years. In reviewing this standard, EPA considered the currently 
available scientific and technical information on air quality and the health and welfare effects of 
O3, as assessed in the Integrated Science Assessment for Ozone and Related Photochemical 
Oxidants (2020), and the air quality, exposure and risk analyses that are thoroughly documented 
in the Policy Assessment for the Review of the Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards
(2020). The scientific and quantitative information in these supporting documents, in addition to 
advice from the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and public comments, 
informed the Administrator’s final decision to retain the standard. 
 

The Clean Air Act requires that primary NAAQS protect public health with an adequate 
margin of safety and the secondary NAAQS give requisite protection to the public welfare from 
any known or anticipated adverse effects. The Administrator’s decision was based on assuring that 
the O3 standard achieves this level of protection consistent with the Agency’s extensive review of 
the current scientific and technical information, recommendations from our independent science 
advisors and public comments. In setting primary and secondary standards that are “requisite” to 
protect public health and welfare, respectively, EPA’s task is to establish standards that are neither 
more nor less stringent than necessary. In so doing, EPA may not consider the costs of 
implementing the standards. 

 



The EPA appreciates your support for retaining the 2015 NAAQs standards. If you have 
any questions, please contact me or your staff may contact Patricia Haman in EPA’s Office of 
Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at haman.patricia@epa.gov or (202) 564-2806. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
Anne L. Austin 

                                                                                    Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator 
 
 






































